
Here are methods for changing folder icons 
and the more difficult to change system icons. 
 
To change a folder icon, follow these steps:

1.	 Right click on the icon you wish to change 
and choose Get Info. 

2.	 Your selected folder’s icon information panel 
will appear.  

3.	 Locate the icon file you with to use for your 
selected folder. 

4.	 Right click on your substitute icon and choose 
Get Info. 

5.	You will now see two information panels. 
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6.	 Click on the replacement icon in 
the top of it’s information panel and 
press Command + C (⌘ + C).

7.	 Click on the icon in the top of the 
information panel for the folder you 
wish to change and press Command 
+V (⌘ + V).

8.	 You may now close both 
information panels, your changes take 
effect immediately. 

 
You can also change icons for many other system elements using a 
third party application such as CandyBar. To use CandyBar to alter 
other icons:

1.	 Download and install CandyBar, available as a free trial from  
http://www.panic.com/candybar

2.	Launch CandyBar. 

3.	Import icons, icontainers, 
images or entire folders of 
icons to the CandyBar library by 
clicking File, then Import. 

4.	Locate the well for the icon 
for the application or system 
element in the list in the upper 
portion of the CandyBar window. 
 
 

5.	 Locate the desired replacement icon 
in the list below and drag it to your chosen 
element’s well above. 
 

http://www.panic.com/candybar
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6.	 Click Apply Icons and authenticate with 
administrative credentials. 

7.	 Follow any instructions for restarting or 
relaunching the Dock, Finder or system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After appropriate restarts your changes will take effect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit Marmalade Moon for icons and wallpapers.

http://www.marmalademoon.com

